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have produced, has made all Lovers of Literature 
defirous of knowing, by fome compendious Me- 
thods, what has been written in the feveral Sciences to which 
they have approptiated their Studies: And this Defire grows 
more importunate, as.the Difficulty encreafes of fatisfying 
it; the Works of the Learned multiplying fo much beyond 
the Accounts which are given of them, and our Attention 
being engroifed to the Regard only of ee few Writers, by 
thofe very means, which might be ufed to give us a tolerable 
notice of all, who any ways deférve it. 7 
For feveral Attempts have indeed been made, in mafly 
Countries, to gratify in fome tmeafure, this univerfal Cu- 
riofity 5 but in England, efpecially; by fuch narrow and cir- 
cum{cribed Schemes, as have left many Impediments to 
the Advancement of human Knowledge unremov’d. for 
thro’ the Defect of fuch Intelligence, in its proper Extént ; 
how many AuTHoRS have we, who are confuming their 
Time, their Quiet and their Wits, in fearching after that 
which is either paft finding, or already found? In admiring 
at the Penetrations themfelves have made, tho’ rothe Rind 
only, inthofe very Branches of Seience which their Fore- 
fathers have pierced to the Pith? And how ere who would 
be Authors, as excellent as ever appear’d, had they but fuch 
Plans or Models laid before them, as might induce them 
to marfhal their Thoughts into a regular Ordet 3 or did they 
but know where to meet with Concurrénce of Opinion, 
with Arguments, Authorities or Examples; to corroborate 
and ripen their teeming Conceptions ? vier 
Again, had fuch Intelligence been difperfed in its due 
Scopeand Latitude; how many BooksELLERS, who would 
nether be impos'd upon themfelves, with mere ee 
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of obfolete and obfcure Works, for modern Compofitions, 
nor impofe upon others, fo much to the Difcredit of theirT rade, 
and, in the main, to their own Difadvantage, either fuch 
injudicious Valuations of fome old Books, or fo many im- 
mature Publications of new ones ; when the fame Subjects 
are already more fignificantly handled at their very Elbows, 
but mourning in a kind of Sackloth and Afhes, for that Re- 
vival, they might at a‘much eafier Expence, bepreferr’d to ; 
knew the Poffeffors but where, even in their own Shops to 
find them ? Nor yet would they impofe upon themfelves the 
Loifes they often fo voluntarily do, of turning thofe very 
Pieces to Wafte-paper, which to fome Reader or other would 
be moft acceptable, knew the one how to communicate, 
and the other, how to compafs the Contents thereof. 

Laftly, how many ReapERs, who would not be glad of 
attaining to Knowledge the fhorteft way, feeing the Orb 
thereof is {woln to fuch a Magnitude, and Life but fuch a 
Span to grafp it ?. How many, who havenot fome Curiofity 
to know the Foundations of thofe Tenets upon which they 
fo fecurely truft their Underftandings ? Or where the Foot- 
{teps of thofe Precepts and Precedents may be found, which 
have given Direction to fo many modern. Performances ? 
Who would not embrace the moft likely means:to detect 
the vile Grievance of Plagiarifm, and deter fo many difad- 
vantageous Repetitions of the fame thing? What Reader 
would not think it convenientto be apprized of the Worth 
of Authors, before he gave them place in his Study or Efteem, 
by fome previous Characters or little Analyfis of what is 
comprized in them? And who would not find it commo- 
dious to have the opportunity of revifing the Library of 
which he is, he has been, or may be poffeis’d, in faithful 
Portraits thereof, at fuch Times and Places in which he 
cannot come at the Originals? Ina word, if he be ignorant, 
who would not covet to enlarge his Knowledge? IF he be 
knowing, who would not willingly refrefh his Memory ? 
And yet all the Expedients we haveto accommodate the Ca - 
rious with fo many Defiderata, are only fome fuperficial 
Catalogues, either of Authors, rather than their Works, or 
of the Works of Authors only, in fome one peculiar place 
of Education, or in fome fi le Science ; or elfe, thofe 
which have been moft curforily taken of fome particular 
Libraries ; and alfoa few Extras, limited to the Recom- 
mendation only of fome modern Writers. 
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As for our CatTaLoGuEs of Books, they are generally, 
and indeed neceffarily, thro’ the great Charge and Hurry 
which attend the making and printing them at proper Junc- 
tures, fo fhort and defective, that we cannot often under- 
ftand, by the twoor three Words they beftow!upon a Vo- 
lume, the very Title, nor fometimes the Size, nor frequently . 
the Time when it was printed, much Jefs the Matter treared 
of therein: So that many Gentlemen, who live remote 
from the Places where our Sales and Auctions. are made, are, 
by the blind and doubtful Informations which thefe Cata- 
logues afford them, both led to over-look fome Books which 
they have moft occafion for, and ta give Commiffions for 
the Purchafe of others, by which they are uteaty difappointed, 
as anfwering in no wife their Expectation. Nay, many who 
have Opportunities even of being prefent where fuch Libra- 
ties are difpofed of, do ftill, after. Examination, commonly 
meet with no lefs Difappointment. For the bareand naked 
Titles of Books, efpecially fo contracted, are infufficient to 
explain them at beft, or when their Contents are ingenuoutly 
delign’d to be fignified by the Titles; but, on che contrary, 
the Ticles.of many are often mere Paradoxes, Enigmas, and 
even Contrarieties to the Subjects or Arguments maintained 
inthem; and are fo difguifed, many times, thro’ Artifices 
by the Authors, Editors, and Bookfellers themfelves,: to de> 
ceive the Purchafer, and catch him by the Purfe. This 
Deceit will Jaft as long as Books, if the other Expedient of 
Extracts is not more effectually put in execution, than it 
has hitherto been done. : 

For Exrracrs indeed would have prevented all thefeIn- 
conveniencies, had they been employ’d in a Scheme, only 
as comprehentfive, asit is obvious to be fuggefted. But tho’ 
itis above fifty Years fince fuch Extraéts of Books were firft 
publith’d in England, yet do all, or the greateft. part which 
have been here made, refpect only the Works of afew con- 
temporary Writers ; as if it were a fhamenot to be ungrateful, 
and trample thofe Predeceffors into Oblivion, by the help 
of whofe Learning and Abilities, the Moderns have improved 
their own. But this is a very partial and pernicious kind of 
Flattery, fo to celebrate and compliment the Learning and 
Genius of the prefent Times, that Pofterity may not believe 
any before them worthy of their notice: For thofe whoex- 
tend not their Knowledge beyond their own Age, muft nor 
only lofe the nobleft Inheritance of their Anceftors, butane. 
{trust their Succeffors to icin their Example, a 
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the fame meafuge to the prefext, which thefe have dealt ta 
the paft. 

For thefe Reafons, and many others, in which an inielli- 
gent Reader might foreftall us, we think it high time to be- 
gin with an Undertaking which may include both thofe Ex- 
pedients to their full Advantage, in a Catalogue more com- 
plete, as to the Titles of Books, which alone would be no 
inconfiderable Improvement upon what has been done, 
and an Extra more unlimited, as to the ‘Times in which 
they were written, than have hitherto appear’d among us ; 
fo as to facilitate the moft ufeful Refearches of the Living, 
by a general Regifter of, or Directory to the moit notable 
Particulars in the Labours of the Dead. 

And the more directly to profecute this Attempr, it is 
comprehended under the Titleof the BRrT1sH LIBRARIAN: 
For not only becaufe Matters of our own Obfervation are 

enerally mot applicableto us, or becaufe the running into 
ks of all Countries, would make it a Work of which we 
could never hope to fee anv End, or tolerable Progrefs, but 
chiefly becaufe ourPains and Refpect are principally due to our 
own Country ; becaufe alfo fuch Service thereunro has been 
moft neglected, and becaufe the Language thereof is moft 
extenfively ufeful to our own People, we fhall confine our- 
felves to our own Authors ; and fome indeed of thofe Fo- 
reigners likewife, whoare either become as it were natura- 
liz'd among us, by Tranflations, or have deferved to be fa, 
by treating of Exglifh Affairs. 

By calling this Work of our LIBRARIAN a compendious 
Review or Abfiratt, we propofe not always a minute and 
entire Epitomeof every Book, which would make a Scheme 
orthis Compafs fo tedious and voluminous, that we know 
not whether our Readers or ourfelves would be firft wearied 
in going thro’ it. Befides, excellent Authors, fo ferv’d, 
would never fatisfy curious Readers ; and thofe Authors who 
cannot claim that Character, would either not deferve fuch 
diftinction, or not be fuffer’d, by the Attention which others, 
equally deferving, would alfo ended, to exact fuch par- 
ticular Cognizance, in a Work. of fuch a general Nature. 
Our Bufinets therefore cannot be fo much to delight Read- 
ers with the Flowers of Books, or fatisfy them with a fmooth 
Contexture of all the Reafons and Arguments in them, as 
to point out thofe Heads or Topicks, which, like*fo many 
Streams and Rivulets that feverally arife in the Provinces 
of Literature, may beft dire@& them to the Fountains them- 
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felves, where every Reader will extract thofe Parts, and 
thofe Proportions, which no Epitomift can do for him. 
So that by this Compendium of Hints and Advertifements 
concerning the moft obfervable Perfans and Places, Times 
and Things, which have been fpoken of in the Writings af 
Men, is intended a Promwptuary only, to the Search of thofe 
Writings, as the moft ready means to expedite the Attain- 
ment of what every one is feeking. For as the excellent 
Lord Bacon complains, “ * learned Men want fuch Invea- 
“ tories of every thing in Art and Nature, as rich Men 
< have of their Eftates.” Here then, we hope to fupply 
thac Want, by giving not only fuch Inventories of all thofe 
things, but, at the fame time, a Reference to the Obferva- 
tions in their Authors which have been further made on 
them; and notonly that, but oftentimes what has been ob- 
ferved even of the Authors alfo. And this more exprefly, 
after prefenting firft of all their Titles, commonly at length, 
in a manner as agreeably diverfified as the Authors will con- 
veniently permit; fometimes with Reafons for the Choice 
of them; a tranfient View of the Drift or Defign, and Con- 
rents of thefe we revive ; fome Notice of their Vouchers 
and Authorities ; fome Sketches of their chief Arguments or 
Examples ; fome Indication of their Method, and Inftances 
of their Stile, occafionally, as they yield Matter moft likely 
to be ferviceable ; with Characters alfofometimes f{ubjoin’d, 


‘which others have given of them. And in this treatment 


of good old Authors, we hope for the fame effect, as in the 
pruning of good old Trees, in which the Gardener does 
not pride himfelf with the Twigs which he cuts off, or 
throws together, but expects that the Operation will be a 
means of making the Stocks themfelves, from whence they 
grew, fhoot forth with frefh Vigour, and reward, with better 
Fruits, the Hands that fhall gather them. 

By our molt Scarce, Ufeful, and Valuable Books in all 
Sciences, we intend the moft confiderable of all Times, 
from the moft Ancient we can procure, to the moft Modern, 
in ali Sizes, even Pamphlets as well as bound Volumes. 
And here our Scheme is fo copious as to admit not only of 
many which haye been long buried in Darknefs by their great 
Age, but fome, in a manner fo young, as never yet to have 
feen the Light of Publication, being only in the Prefs, or but 
going toit ; and that, in a Method, as may be hence d, 
more fatisfactory than they are ufually notified to _ 

ick. 
* De Augment, Scientiarum, Lib. 3. cap. 5. 
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lick. And becaufe we have received hopes from fome emi- 
nent and judicious Perfons, who approve of this Undertak- 
; ing, that we fhall be favour’d from time to time with feveral 
uleful Manufcripts which have long lain difregarded, we 
| ; propofe to enrich our Collections with a fhort Account alfo 





' of one or more in every Number. 
For as to the Method of Publication, we find it moft com- 
: modious, that we may better admit the Communications of -. 
fuch as pleafe to oblige us with their Correfpondence, that ig 


it fhould be Monthly, andin fucha mifcellaneous manner as eo 
may yield the greateit Variety ; fo that every Number may 
be a litle Pocker-Library, defcribing Folio’s, Quarto’s, Oc- 
tavo’s, Pamphlets and Manufcripts: By which different 
Sizes, Readers, of different Circumftances, may be the 
ealier fuited in the Purchafes they are inclindto. Then alfo, 
as much, generally, as Opportunity will allow, of the various 
Sciences in every Number, forthe like Reafon, that Read- 
ers of different Studies may the fooner be info:m’d of what 
they are enquiring after. For a Publication Topically di- 
etted, or Chronologically, would be impracticable, unlefs a 
fan had all the Books in the Kingdom together at once, 
to methodize, before he fet out: And then it would be 
very inconvenient, by attracting only one Set of Readers to 
that one Branch, and making all the reft wait till the Courfe 
of their refpective Studies arofe,; by which they would yer 
lofe many pertinent Digreffions upon their own Subjects, 
which would occur in the different Sciences 5 for they inter- 
change, and fome Subjects are often to be found in Books 
of ali Sciences, while other Books would be denied admiffion 
| under any one of them, becauie they do not diftin@ly pro- 
felis any, ox directly treat of all. Moreover, the Sale of fome 
Sciences would, in that cafe, be fo unproportionable to o- 
thers, thatit would be a great Difcouragement to the Under- 
taking, and render the Edition of the whole, in many parts, 
incomplete. Befides, this abftracted Revival of Books, in- 
dependent of each other, as tothe Subjects, was never ob- 
jected to any other Schemes of Abridgmenr, which have 
been, or are carried on, in Latin, French, or Englifhb; the 
Readers well knowing, how eafily they may be directed to 
what they want, by Tables and Indexes annexed to every 
Volume. 

Thus we are not under any Anxiety about what Authors 
we fhall commencewith, or with whom we fhall conclude, 
ince that which is look’d for in this Number, may arife in 
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thenext: Nor are we under any Apprehenfion of being 
mifconftrued to pledge our own Judgment for the Merits of 
allthe Authors we fhall revive, fince whatever they are e/- 
fentially, ’tis the Application of them, the Ufe to which they’ 
are converted, that makes them effecfually good or bad; 
wherefore, it is in the Readers Powerto make few Authors 
unworthy of fuch Revival. However, we fhall ufe our 
beft Endeavours to pleafe them, and always be fubmiffive 
to better Judgments: So that if any [Improvement of our 
Undertaking fhall come to hand, we fhall gratefully acknow- 
ledge, and cheerfully hey it; ifnot, and the Encourage- 
ment of the Publick fhall be proportionable to the Induftry 


we beftow upon this Scheme, we hope that any Imperfec- 
tions in our execution thereof, will bear no proportion to 
the Benefits which may univerfally flow from it. 
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